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God's Gifts 
By Marie Daerr 


O BLESSING comes by chance. No 
joy 
Is met with accidentally. 
As purposeful as swallows’ flight, 
God’s bounty makes its way to me. 


As summer follows spring, as bud 
Becomes the fruit upon the tree, 

So do God’s loving gifts arrive, 
With timeliness and certainty. 


Then let my open hands receive 
The boons bestowed so graciously— 
And let my heart hold fast this truth: 
Good comes from God, eternally! 


x 


Millions of Travelers 


While there is always some risk in 
linking prophecy and current events, 
things are happening that arouse the 
interest of those who know their Bibles. 
Though there are few events to which 
we can point and say, “This is that,” yet 
a well-known principle of interpreta- 
tion is that prophecy may be fulfilled 
in stages, partially before being so com- 
pletely. Daniel was commanded to 
“shut up the words, and seal the book, 
even to the time of the end,” and he was 
told that “many shall run to and fro, 
and knowledge shall be increased” 
(an. 12:4): Most people are aware of 
the great increase of travel in recent 


years, facilitated by many improve- 
ments and especially the airplane. This 
phenomenon was made specific in the 
following Associated Press dispatch 
(dated Sept. 25 and reprinted here by 
permission): “About 3.5 million Amer- 
icans aré traveling each day. They'll 
be away five and one-half days on the 
average and are unlikely to venture 
more than 200 miles from home. These 
were the principal findings in a Census 
Bureau travel survey made public to- 
day. The sampling, covering trips made 
in 1957, was paid for by the National 
Association of Travel Organizations. 
The bureau also learned that south- 
erners do more traveling than residents 
of other regions. Also, the South is the 
destination of more trips than any other 
section. Of the trips made by Ameri- 
cans last year, about 33 per cent orig- 
inated in the South. The figures for 
other sections: Midwest and Plains 
States, 29 per cent; the Northeast, 19 
per cent, and the West, 18 per cent.” 
This may be a sign of the times, point- 


 Y 


ing forward to “the time of the end,” 
which Dr. Scofield identified “with the 
last half of the seventieth week of 
Daniel” (see his footnote, p. 919). 
Among these traveling millions are 
many Christian workers, ranging over 
the world in the business of spreading 
the Gospel. They have good precedent, 
for the Lord Jesus was almost contin- 
ually on the move and the Apostle 
Paul was “in journeyings often” (2 Cor. 
11:26). Much could be said on that 
other phrase, “knowledge shall be in- 
creased.” Certain stones look very drab 
in ordinary daylight, but when special 
lights are turned on them they glow 
with magnificent colors. These as- 
tounding travel statistics may seem un- 
interesting, but in the light of Daniel's 
prophecy they take on new meaning. 
They will remind some of those who 
love His appearing of His own words: 
“And when these things begin to come 
to pass, then look up, and lift up your 
heads; for your redemption draweth 
nigh” (Luke 21:28). 


x 


Unashamed Fundamentalists 


A review of the history of Fundamentalism by Philip E. 
Howard, Jr. (Reprinted from The Sunday School Times, 
May 26, 1945.) 


HAT is a Fundamentalist? To 

the man of the world he is old- 

fashioned; to the Liberal he is 
an “obscurantist”; and, sad to say, even 
to some professing Christians, he per- 
sonifies merely a contentious spirit. But 
these ideas are wrong. The fact that 
the word is sometimes used in contempt 
is no reason why we should be ashamed 
of it. “The disciples were called Chris- 
tians first in Antioch,” yet they were 
despised by the heathen then, and still 
are by unbelievers today. 

It may surprise some to read the 
definition of Fundamentalism found ‘in 
“Webster’s New International Diction- 
ary,” edition of 1935. Here it is: 

“a. A recent movement in American 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“This poor man cried, and the 
Lord heard him, and saved him 
out of all his troubles” (Psa. 34:6). 











Protestantism in opposition to modern- 
istic tendencies, re-emphasizing as fun- 
damental to Christianity the inerrancy 
of the Scriptures, Biblical miracles, es- 
pecially the Virgin Birth and physical 
resurrection of Christ, and substitutional 
atonement. b. The beliefs so empha- 
sized. c. The state or fact of being an 
adherent of Fundamentalism.” 

Any professing Christian who is 
ashamed to subscribe to these doctrines, 
or who has mental reservations concern- 
ing them, may well ask himself whether 
he is a true Christian. 

A further perusal of the dictionary 
shows that “fundamental” is the adjec- 


. tive which comes from the noun “funda- 


ment.” Webster defines this as, “Foun- 
dation, as of a house; groundwork or 
basis, as of a science; also an underly- 
ing principle.” This in turn comes from 
the Latin fundamentum, meaning foun- 
dation. Therefore a Fundamentalist, in 
the true sense of the word, is one who 
looks back to the foundations of our 
faith. 

It is probable that the present, wide- 
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spread use of the word “fundamentals” 
and its derivatives can be traced back 
to the publication, from 1909 to 1915, 
of twelve, paper-bound, small volumes 
called “The Fundamentals.” These are 
a perfect mine of masterly articles, ful- 
filling Jude’s exhortation to “earnestly 
contend for the faith which was once 
delivered unto the saints.” They were 
introduced by this foreword: 

“This book is the first of a series 
which will be published and sent to 


every pastor, evangelist, missionary, 
theological professor, theological | stu- 
dent,, Sunday school superintendent, 


Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. secretary in the 
English speaking world, so far as the 
addresses of all these ¢an be obtained. 

Two intelligent, consecrated Christian 
laymen bear the expense, because they 
believe that the time has come when a 
new statement of the fundamentals of 
Christianity should be made. 

The “two. intelligent, consecrated 
Christian laymen,” who bore the ex- 
pense, were Milton and Lyman Stewart 
of Los Angeles. The small books, con- 
taining about 125 pages each, were is- 
sued by the Testimony Publishing Com- 
pany (not Inc.), 808 LaSalle Ave., 
Chicago. In “A Statement by the Two 
Laymen” in Volume 12, one finds such 
interesting details as these: 

The, Testimony was organized in 1909 
by: the Rev. A. C. Dixon, D.D., who 
‘edited the first five volumes of “The 
Fundamentals.” He had to give up the 
work when he was called in the summer 
of 1911 to become pastor of the Metro- 
politan Tabernacle in London, founded 
by C. H. Spurgeon. The next five books 
were edited by Louis Meyer, a Chris- 
tian Jew, who worked so hard that his 
health failed and he died in 1913. Dr: 
R. A. Torrey, then dean of the Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles, edited Volumes 
11 and 12. The following men made up 
the original committee: Dr. Dixon, Dr. 
Torrey, Dr. Meyer, Henry P. Crowell, 
Thomas S. Smith, D. W. Potter, and Dr. 
Elmore Harris. The following men were 
later added to this committee: Joseph 
Kyle, D.D., LL.D., Charles R. Erdman, 
D.D., Delavan L. Pierson, L. W. Mun- 
hall, D.D.,, T. C. Horton, H. C. Mabie, 
D.D., and John Balcom Shaw, D.D. Giles 
Kellogg was the Los Angeleés trustee of 
the Testimony funds, and J. S. McGla- 
Shan the Chicago trustee. Thomas E. 
Stevens, editor of the Moody Church 
Herald, was the business manager, and 
the Moody Church and the Moody Bible 
Institute contributed to the success of 
the work. 

“It may be of interest,” wrote the two 
laymen, “to state that over 2,500,000 
copies of the twelve volumes have been 
published and circulated, and that the 
call for back volumes has been so in- 
sistent as to make necessary the reprint- 
ing of over a quarter of a million ad- 
ditional copies of the earlier issues, thus 
bringing the total output up to nearly 
3,000,000 copies. 

“Approximately one-third of these 
3,000,000 copies have gone to countries 
outside of the United States. About 
one-half of the latter have been sent 
to various parts of Great Britain, and 
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the rest to other foreign countries. The 
great majority of Protestant missionary 
workers of the world’ have received 
them.” 

It is regrettable that these little 
volumes are out of print, but their in- 
fluence in holding back the tide of 
Modernism and defending the Faith is 
incalculable. 

The volumes contain, on an average, 
eight chapters each, and among the bril- 
liant and spiritually minded writers one 
finds such great names as these: James 
Orr, Benjamin B. Warfield, R. A. Torrey, 
Arthur T. Pierson, Dyson Hague, How- 
ard A. Kelly, M. G. Kyle, Sir Robert 
Anderson, H. C. G. Moule, James M. 
Gray, William G. Moorehead, F. Bettex, 
A. C. Dixon, Lord Lyttleton, H. W. 
Webb-Peploe, Thomas Whitelaw, John 
McNicol, W. H. Griffith Thomas, Bishop 
Ryle, W, J. Erdman, Henry W. Frost, 
C. I. Scofield, and A. C. Gaebelein. On 
the first page of each volume the reader 
is challenged with these words, “To the 
Law and to the Testimony” (Isa. 8:20). 
The articles cover a wide range of sub- 
jects: The Virgin Birth, the Deity of 
Christ, His Incarnation, History of 
Higher Criticism, Archaeology, Modern 
Philosophy,’ Justification by Faith, the 
Inspiration of the Bible, Science and 
Christian Faith, the Bodily Resurrection 
of Christ, the Atonement, Evolutionism 
and other errors, Fulfilled Prophecy, and 
the Second Coming of Christ, and there 
are many valuable personal testimonies. 

Anyone who knows the recent history 
of the Church in the English-speaking 
world knows that the editors and 
writers of “The Fundamentals” were 
intellectual and spiritual giants. 

These twelve priceless volumes, how- 
ever, were simply a manifestation in 
our own time of the age-long conflict 
between God’s truth and Satan’s lies. 
An earlier work of the same type is the 
book entitled “Christianity and Anti- 
Christianity in Their Final Conflict,” by 
Samuel J. Andrews, which was pub- 
lished in 1898 by the Bible Institute Col- 
portage Association.1 Of this work, Dr. 
James M. Gray said: “After the Bible, 
a concordance, a Bible dictionary, and, 
perhaps, an all around work like Angus’ 
‘Bible Handbook,’ the next book I would 
recommend as indispensable for the 
library of the pastor, missionary, or 
Christian worker of today is, ‘Christian- 
ity and Anti-Christianity in Their Final 
Conflict.” Andrews summed up the 


fundamental teachings of Scripture and 


the contradictory false doctrines of anti- 
Christianity; and gave over a hundred 
pages to an exposure of several false 
systems. But of course Andrews’ book 
is.only one, though an important one, in 
the long line of Christian literature writ- 
ten in defense of the Faith. 

Tue Sunpay Scuooi Trmes (Dec. 14, 
1940) published a fine article by T. 
Stanley Soltau entitled “Modernism 
Contrasted with Christianity.” This 
is especially valuable because of its 
brevity and ‘clearness. Dr. Soltau 


showed conclusively that there are: 


Two Views of Sin, Two Ways of Salva- 





1 Out of print. 
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tion, Two Interpretations of the Cross, 
Two Estimates of Jesus Christ, Two 
Attitudes df Faith im Christ, Two Views 
of Scripture, and Two Future Hopes. 

In a note accompanying Dr. Soltau’s 
article, Dr. Trumbull quoted the follow- 
ing from an article in the modernistic 
Christian Century entitled “Fundamen- 
talism and Modernism: Two Religions”: 

“There is a clash here as profound 
and as grim as that bétween Christian- 
ity and Confucianism. Amiable words 
cannot hide the differences. “Blest be 
the tie” may be sung until doomsday, 
but it cannot bind these two worlds to- 
gether. The God of the Fundamentalist 
is one God; the God of the Modernist 
is another. The Christ of the Funda- 
mernitalist is one Christ, the Christ of 


(Continued on page 845) 
x . 


Notes on Open Letters 


Assurance of Salvation 


A few weeks ago (Sept. 20) there.was 
a discussion in this department of the 
question whether a person is truly saved 
if he cannot tell exactly when he was 
saved. It was proposed by the teacher of 
a class-of young adults who said that 
some of his young people were greatly 
troubled over it. In the answer it was 
pointed out that the fact that a person 
cannot name the day on which he was 
saved does not prove that he is not 
saved; and Scriptural ground for the as- 
surance of salvation was given (1 John 
5:13). As a result of that letter and an- 
swer came the following testimony 
which will be of special interest to 
TIMEs readers: 


I cannot add anything to your wise 
answer to the query about a person’s 
needing to know the day and time he 
was born again, but I can give my tes- 
timony as one who has been through 
that experience. 

In my young adult life as a public 
school teacher I found myself in con- 
tact with some who made so much of 
that point that I began to wonder if I 
was really saved, or had just taken it 
for granted because I was brought up 
in a Christian home. 

I found complete assurance in God’s 
own Word from this verse: “He that 
believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life: and he that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life .. .” (John 3:36). 

“Believeth,” present tense, now. I 
did without a doubt. “Hath,” present 
tense, right now! Never mind when 
that life began. I could not remember 
my physical birth either (as you also 
mentioned). So I thanked God for 
what I had, and have never had any 
doubts from that day to this. 

I can recall many new experiences 
of Christ’s power in my life, but no 
time when I did not know and believe 
in Him. If Peter could write to adults, 
“But grow in grace, and in the knowl- 
edge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ,” how much more does the little 
child need to do this!—Ruth E. Dow, 
writer of “For Junior Teachers” in the 
Times. 
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lll. Israel as the Sheep of God" s Pasture 


How the figure recurs in the Psalms 


and the Prophets 


HE Book of Psalms was .undoubt- 

edly the hymnal of ancient Israel’s 

worship. And if it is true that a 
people’s songs exert a greater influence 
in life than a people’s laws, then senti- 
ments such as the following, woven like 
a golden thread into the language of 
the day, must have been the expression 
of the mighty bond between Israel and 
Jehovah their God: 

“He is our God; and we are the peo- 
ple of his pasture, and the sheep of his 
hand” (Psa. 95:7). “Know ye that the 
Lord he is God: it is he that hath made 
us, and not we ourselves; we are his 
people, and the sheep of his pasture” 
(Psa. 100:3). “He shall feed his flock 
like a shepherd: he shall gather the 
lambs with his arm, and carry them in 
his bosom, and shall gently lead those 
that are with young” (Isa. 40:11). 

Of course this does not mean that 
every son of Israel was a David or an 
Isaiah,’ but there is every indication 
here that by divine design a highway 
was being cast up in the heart of the 
chosen race—a highroad of life in every 
respect opposite to “the way of Cain” 
followed by !the pagan nations. The 
temper of Israel was forged in the white 
heat of spiritual experience under the 
hand of “the Lord [who] searcheth all 
hearts, and understandeth all the imag- 
inations of the thoughts” (1 Chron. 28: 
9b), but who is also gracious, slow to 
anger, and plenteous in mercy; who 
does not deal with His people according 
to their sins, nor reward them according 
to their iniquities (Psa. 103:8, 10). As 
a result, Israel’s center of gravitation 
was toward Jehovah. This Godward 
bent of the nation is nowhere expressed 
more beautifully than in the eighth 
verse of David’s Twenty-seventh Psalm: 
“When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; 
my heart said unto thee, Thy face, Lord, 
will I seek.” 


A Pleasing Orientation 


That this filial orientation on the part’ 


of Israel was pleasing to God we dis- 
cover when we read the messages the 
prophets were commanded by Him to 
address to the nation, particularly in 
times of crisis: 

“Woe be unto the pastors that destroy 
and scatter the sheep of my pasture! 
Saith the Lord” (Jer. 23:1). “Therefore, 
ye shepherds, hear the word of the 
Lord ... As a shepherd seeketh out his 
flock . . . so will I seek out my sheep 

. and feed them upon the mountains 
of Israel . . . Thus shall they know that 
I the Lord their God am with them, 
and that they, even the house of Israel, 
are my people, saith -the Lord God” 
(Ezek. 34). 

Passages like these require no eluci- 
dation. It should be added, however, 
by way of reminder, that our dear Lord, 
the “blessed man” of Psalm 1, whose 


It was in answer to the disciples’ 
question, “Tell us, when shall these 
things be?” that our Lord Jesus gave 
His discourse which is recorded in 
Matthew 24 and 25. The last sixteen 
verses give the picture of the nations 
classified as sheep and goats, and 
there are different interpretations of 
this somewhat difficult passage. In 
this third installment of his series, 
Dr. Centz of the American Associa- 
tion for Jewish Evangelism takes up 
the question of the identity of the 
sheep. The fourth and concluding 
article will appear next week. 








delight in the law of Jehovah was so 
great that He meditated in it day and 
night, drew upon this inspired vocabu- 
lary whenever He referred to Himself 
as the Good Shepherd and to the’ people 
as the sheep of His fold. More than 
that, Isaiah, the prophet-evangelist of 
the Old Testament, likens Him, the 
Christ of God, to a sheep (53:7), and to 
this the New Testament adds its own 
testimony, “For it is evident that our 
Lord sprang out of Juda” (Heb. 7:14a). 


A Welcome Waiting for the Lost Sheep 

The finest example of our Lord’s use 
of the metaphor, “sheep,” in its appli- 
cation to Israel is of course the first 
section of the parable in Luke 15. The 
Pharisees and scribes were the ninety 
and nine who thought that they were 
safe in the fold and had no need of 
repentance. The-publicans were men of 
Israel, like Zacchaeus and Matthew, who 
had come to terms with Rome and 
served the foreign power as collectors 
of taxes and customs. Socially these 
were classed with thievds and murder- 
ers (Nedarim 3:4). The “Corban” 
treasury in the Temple was forbidden 
to receive their alms (Baba Kama 10: 
1), and their testimony was not given 
credence in cases at law (Sanhedrin 
25:2). The sinners were the am ha’- 
aretz—the artisans, the unlearned, the 
common people of the land, who were 
shut out from the Kingdom of Heaven 
by the Pharisees and scribes who had 
usurped Moses’ seat. But the whole 
point of the parable is ‘that all these 
people were the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel, whom the Son of man came 
to seek and save. Some of them were 
prodigal sons in the far country, with 
not even husks to feed upon, but there 
was a welcome waiting for them in the 
Father's house, if only they would come 
to themselves. Of all these the Apostle 
Paul wrote, “to whom pertaineth the 
adoption” (Rom. 9:4). The tragedy is 
that they still refuse to claim their in- 
heritance. 

Having established that the metaphor, 
“sheep,” .applies to Israel, we note that 
when the Son of man, sitting on the 
throne of His glory, divides the nations 
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as would a shepherd, those whom He 
sets on His right hand and invites to 
inherit the Kingdom are not now His 
people Israel, but other nations whom 
He is pleased to classify as sheep, for 
whom the Kingdom has been in prepara- 
tion from the foundation of the (kos- 
mos) world. . 

There is a persistent, although, we 
think, erroneous theory, that 'the sheep 
nations on the King’s right hand are 
individuals, from whatever nations, 
saved during the Tribulation period. 

With reference to this theory, it can- 
not be said too emphatically that the 
judgment of the nations is not the judg- 
ment seat of Christ, nor is it the judg- 
ment of the Great White Throne. The 
Gospel age has now come to an end. 
After an interim of seven years, this is 
the beginning of the millennium. The 
saints of the New Testament dispensa- 
tion have already appeared at Christ’s 
judgment seat, and the wicked living 
and dead are not to be judged until the 
millennium has ‘run its course. Having 
gathered out from among the Gentiles 
a people for His name, and having 
taken Israel back into full covenant re- 
lationship, God has not resumed His 


«dealings with the nations as such. 


To quote the late Dr. Lewis Sperry 
Chafer, a theologian of the first rank: | 
“It is at this point that misinterpreta- 
tions may enter with endless confusion 
of ideas. There is no reason why the 
word kingdom should be given any 
other meaning in this passage (25:34) 
than has been assigned to it throughout 
the Gospel by Matthew. The kingdom 
is Israel’s earthly, Messianic, millennial 
kingdom into which, by the authority 
of a large body of Old Testament pre- 
diction, Gentiles are to enter and sus- 
tain the subordinate place which is 
assigned to them (Psa. 72:8-11; Isa. 14: 
1, 2; 60:3, 5, 12; 62:2). 


Not Grace, but Merit 

“The reason assigned by Christ for the 
admission of these sheep nations .. . is 
altogether explicit. In them has been 
wrought out the one thing that secures 
the divine approval and blessing. It is 
not a matter of bestowing divine grace, 
but rather of commending pure merit. 
They have provided food, drink, shelter, 
clothing, and comfort for the King. The 
remarkable feature of this is that they 
themselves do not identify any such 
service as having been wrought by 
them. The first word to break their 
awful silence is When? .. . Since cer- 
tain Gentile peoples are to inherit a 
place in Israel’s kingdom, they should 
be such as have by a previous demon- 
stration exercised a sympathy for Israel, 
the elect nation before God. There is 
no mere accident in the fact that the 
two words blessed and ¢ursed appear 
in the Abrahamic covenant respecting 








836 (4) 


the attitude of Gentiles toward Abra- 
ham’s seed according to the flesh (Gen. 

12:1-3), and that these words appear 

again when Gentiles are being brought 

into judgment respecting their treat- 
ment of God’s elect people” (“Syste- 

matic Theology,” Vol. V, pp. 137, 139). 

A word should be added-here in 
clarification of the phrase “the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world.” “World” here is again 
the Greek word kosmos, the civiliza- 
tional-order of Satan’s design. This is 
the “world” that we are exhorted not 
to love (1 John 2:15-17). Ever since 
Satan, “who deceiveth the whole world” 
(ten oikoumenen, inhabited earth), in- 
stituted his kosmos'on it, this kingdom 
has been in a state of preparation.: Ad- 
mission into it had to wait until the 
Son of God received from the Father 
the glory that was His before the kos- 
mos came into being (John 17:5),. and 

, until Satan’s confinement to the bot- 
tomless pit, that he should deceive the 
nations no more. 

Frequently the question is asked, Are 
there any nations in the world that 
would deserve to be classed as “sheep”? 
The answer to this question is a quali- 
fied affirmative. 

God created Israel for the blessing of 
the nations and set them as a light in 
the midst of darkness. The propagation 
of the truth concerning Jehovah in the 
ancient world was not without result. 
The very existence of the nation Israel, 
and of Jerusalem, the city set on a hill, 
was a testimony to the nations. The 
conversion of Rahab and of Naaman are 
cases in point. Even the captivities 
contributed to the enlightenment of the 
heathen through their contact with the 
deportees and refugees from Judea. 
The Septuagint translation of the Old 
Testament (begun about 270 B.C.) was 
a light in the midst of darkness. It is 
believed that as a result of it wise men 
from the East came to seek the King of 
the Jews, and Greeks came saying “we 
would see Jesus” (John 12:20, 21). In 
New Testament times the cultures of 
many nations have been molded by 
the Bible and their morals influenced 
by the Judeo-Christian standard of 
righteousness. Such nations can be said 
to have adopted the “sheep” way of 
life. When the Kingdom age dawns, 
these will no doubt prove to be the 
“other sheep” concerning whom our 
Lord said that them also He must bring, 
and that they would hear, or be obedi- 
ent to, His voice (John 10:16; Isa. 56:8). 

Illustrations of the effect of Christian 
culture on the attitude of nations to- 
ward Israel are not wanting in history. 
- Here are four chosen at random: 

The Netherlands have since early 
times afforded the Jews a haven of 
refuge, and so one is not surprised to 
read that but for the intervention of 
little Holland, and the help of one of 
the Jews settled there, James II of 
England and Louis XIV of France might 
have succeeded in their effort to stamp 
out the Reformation in western Europe. 

It is hardly an accident that the Eng- 
lish-speaking nations are in the fore- 
front of world leadership.. Here the 
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Jews have found their greatest freedom 
and highest degree of development. 
The rise of England as a political and 
industrial empire ‘began about the time 
of the Jews’ readmission to the country. 

A modern nation’s concern for the 
Jews was again brought to the knowl- 
edge of the world by the announced 
death in 1947 in a Soviet prison in 
Moscow of a young Swedish diplomat, 
the American-educated Raoul Wallen- 
berg, sent to Hungary with instructions 
to save as many Jews as possible from 
extermination at the hands of the Nazis 
by giving them the protection of his 
government. He succeeded in rescuing 
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20,000 Jews, but in the end lost his own 
life. . . 

Resistance to the Nazi occupation of 
Denmark was led by old King Chris- 
tian himself. When the Germans by 
threats tried to force the introduction 
of a law to compel the Jews of the 
kingdom to wear the yellow Star of 
David, the king declared that he and 
members of the royal household would 
be the first to wear it, because the Jews 
in Denmark were his people, and he 
could not impose upon them any law 
to which he would not subject himself. 
The case was dropped. 

(To be continued) 


Dayuma’'s Report of Her Visit to the Aucas 


The translation of a tape-recorded interview in the Quichua language 
between Betty Elliot and Dayuma on September 25, 1958, at 
Arajuno, Ecuador 


Dayuma is the Christian Auca 
woman who appeared on the tele- 
vision program, “This Is Your Life,” 
in June, 1957, with Rachel Saint, sister 
of Nate Saint and a member of the 
Wycliffe Translators. Some weeks 
ago Dayuma went back into the Auca 
territory with the two Auca women, 
Mintaka and Mankamu, who had 
been living for nearly a year with 
Betty Elliot. These women with sev- 
eral others came out to Arajuno on 
September 25 and gave more details 
of the killing of the five men by the 
Aucas in January, 1956. It would ap- 
pear that, in answer to a great volume 
of prayer, an opening for the Gospel 
is thus being made into the Auca 
tribe, and it is hoped that believers 
will continue to pray for Rachel Saint, 
Betty Elliot, Dayuma, and the pilots 
of the Missionary Aviation Fellowship. 
Betty and little Valerie Elliot, Rachel, 
and Dayuma have now gone into Auca 
territory.—EDITOR. 


AYUMA speaking: Do you remem- 
ber how the tree was cut down on 
kaim Beach? [The one where the tree- 
house was, later found felled across the 
beach.] Dabu, an Auca man, said to 
me: “I cut that down. I thought to my- 
self, more foreigners will come, and 
they will be killed in the same way. So 
I won’t let their airplanes land. Ever 
since they killed those nice foreigners I 
have lived by myself with just women. 
I cried. I said to them why did you do 
that [kill the 5]? You should have 
spoken to me about it first.” This is 
what he told me. He was kind to me. 
He said, “If Gikari [Betty] comes, I 
will tell her everything. I would like 
to see her.” 
Question: ‘Leaving here on Wednes- 
day, where did’ you spend the night? 
Answer: At the Oglan. On Thurs- 
day at Anangu. On Friday at the foot 
of a hill we slept. On Saturday at the 
Lahuano. On Sunday morning in a 
pouring rain Mankamu went on ahead, 
because my feet hurt. She went to 
where their houses were before and 
found no one. Finally she found 


Nimonga’s house. “Where is my 
brother, where are my children?” she 
said. “Way down the river,” he told 
her. So she sent some kids to look for 
them. Soon Kimo and his wife and my 
mother arrived. Meantime we thought 
to ourselves: “Mankamu must have 
died. Perhaps she has been bitten by a 
snake.” So we prayed to God, “Please 
don’t let anything happen to her.” I 
said, “What will we do if she has not 
come back by morning?” Mintaka said, 
“We will go back to Arajuno.” “No,” 
I said, “we are going on, even if I have 
to crawl.” I said, “Even if they kill me 
I am going down and find out how 
things are.” In late afternoon, Man- 
kamu and the others arrived. I began 
to teach them right away. I said: “Why 
do you kill? Why do you live like 
dogs? Don’t you know we are all of 
the same family?” When I spoke thus, 
two of them cried. Two of the men 
built us a house and we talked far into 
the night. My mother brought some 
fish for us to eat. The next morning I 
made them chop down trees. I said: 
“Make a nice big place so the plane can 
come low. Can’t you see that if you 
leave these trees up, the plane is going 
to bump into them?” ° 
Question: What did they say about 
Maruja? ([(Quichua girl who was car- 
ried away from the settlement on the 
Curaray after her husband was speared 
to death.] Was she happy to see you? 
Answer: She was very happy, poor 
little thing. We spoke together in 
Quichua. She knows the language now 
[Auca language]. She sings. She says, 


“If the Senora [Betty] comes here to . 


live, I will come back with her.” 

Question: Now do you want to live 
down there, too? 

Answer: Yes, I told them I would 
come to stay, but if they got mad at me 
I would run back to the foreigners. I 
would like to put my son in school and 
then go down there to live. But first I 
will take him to see my mother. 

Question: Did Mankamu and Min- 
taka tell their people that foreigners do 
not eat people? 
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Answer: Yes, they said: “Wh=zt in the 
world did you think they would eat 
anyone for? They think you are the 


people-eaters!” “Okay,” they said, “we 
will believe you now, we won't be 
afraid.” 


Question: And were these new girls 
not afraid to come here? 

Answer: Of course not. They came 
shouting with glee. As soon as we got 
to the Curaray, they tore around visit- 
ing every house. They talked to the 
women there, thinking they understood. 
I came up and the Quichua women 
said to me: “What are they saying? We 
don’t hear.” So I translated and then I 
told my people, “They don’t hear you.” 
But they said, “Oh, yes they do. They 
hear everything.” And they went right 
on talking. 

Later, when we went to the house to 
sleep, the Quichuas said we had better 
set some guards because they might run 
away in the night. I said: “Why will 
they run away? They came with me. 
They will stay with me.” Then when a 
dog barked, they said that more Aucas 
had followed us. “They are coming to 
kill us.” They didn’t want to believe 
me. So I sat down and talked for a 
long, long time explaining to them that 
they must not be afraid. “Just go to 
sleep and don’t be afraid.” “Okay,” 
they said, and they went. I said: “I am 
not lying. All but two are sick and 
they are not going to come running up 
here.” They must have caught the sick- 
ness from us. I had two bottles of 
medicine with me. My. mother was 
afraid to take it. She said I was trying 
to kill her with it. She said: “If Gikari 
comes, she will show us. We will be- 
lieve her. We will take the medicine. 
But you, you are just talking. ...” So 
Mankamu told them: “This is the same 
kind of medicine Gikari gave us. Take 
it and you will get well.” 

Question: So you said that they killed 
Jim and the others because George told 
your people that the foreigners were go- 
ing to eat them? 

Answer: Partly that, but he just made 
up things for nothing. 

Question: And how do you suppose 
they managed to kill them? 

Answer: The foreigners were just 
standing in the river and they speared 
them. 

Question: But didn’t they fight on the 
beach? 

Answer: That is all they told me... 
they just said they speared them. So 
then I talked to them about the nice 
foreigners. They said, “Now we under- 
stand. Now we see that we did that for 
nothing. It was only because George 
lied.” 

Question: So they didn’t throw the 
bodies into the water? They were 
standing there in the first place? 

Answer: That’s right, they said there 
were five. 

Question: Did they watch the burial 
of the five? 

Answer: They said they didn’t see 
anything. 





I told them about the trail to Arajuno 
and about Dr. Tidmarsh’s house. I said 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


if the down-river people come to kill 
you, you can run there. They said if 
they had known there were any for- 
eigners there, they would have gone to 
see them long ago. 

Question: So they did not understand 
the gestures from the airplane which 
tried to tell them where the foreigners 
lived? 

Answer: Yes, they understood, and 
they followed them as far as the Cura- 
ray. But they said: “The airplane still 
goes farther away. It goes way be- 
yond where the hills look blue. We will 
never be able to reach there.” So they 
turned around and went home. Two 
men climbed hills and trees, trying to 
see where it went. “No,” they said, “it 
goes too far away into the blue.” 

Question: "So they have never seen 
the settlement at Arajuno? 

Answer: No, it was only Muipa and 
his crowd who had been there in the 
time of the Shell Company. And they 
are all dead now. 

Question: Do you think they killed 

Honorio because he had received Min- 
taka and Mankamu? 
Answer: No. That, too, was because of 
a lie. Dawa [the third woman who 
came with Mintaka and Mankamu and 
later returned] told them that she ex- 
pected the two women to be eaten. The 
men who killed him had no idea which 
one he was. 

Maraju told me this story: “We were 
going down-river in a canoe and the 
dog started to bark. I said to my hus- 
band: ‘Now we are going to die. It was 
because you wouldn’t listen to me that 
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you brought us down here.’ The Aucas 
threw a spear from the beach and made 
Honorio fall. I grabbed the fish spear 
and jumped to the bow of the canoe. 
But then I said to myself, ‘No, I will just 
die with my husband.’ Then a man 
named Nimonga caught me in the back 
of the knee with a spear.. The others 
began throwing rocks at me. So then I 
fell and they caught me. They led me 
as far as a stream where they washed 
the blood from my knee, tied it up and 
then led me on the trail. When I got 
tired, they took my hands and helped 
me up the hills. When I couldn’t 
walk, they carried me. When I got to 
the house, the women heated water 
and washed my knee. They squeezed 
chicha and gave me some to drink. 
They baked bananas and gave me some. 
They gave me roast meat and soup. 
Then when I camnie to life again a little 
bit, they said they had better cut my 
hair. But they didn’t cut it for a long 
time. Then one day when I got sick, 
they said if they didn’t cut my hair I 
wouldn't get well. So I said, ‘All right, 
go ahead.’” 

So she came to her home with us 
when we came out. The clothes she 
had were rotten, so I gave her new ones. 
Now she is at her mother-in-law’s 
house. 

Question: Was her 
happy to see her? 

Answer: She didn’t know her. She 
just thought to herself that she was an- 
other Auca. When Maraju said, “How 
are you, Mother?” looking at her, she 
began to cry, “My daughter-in-law!” 


. 


mother-in-law 


A Sunday School in the North 


Teaching miners’ children under unusual circumstances 


ULSEQUAH was a mining commu- 
nity cradled between the vast moun- 
tain ranges of Northern British Colum- 
bia and Alaska. Now, Tulsequah is a 
name only; the miners and their fami- 


By ELIZABETH M. CARLSON 


lies have left, the buildings are boarded 
up, and the raw “Taku” wind and the 
winter snows have taken over. 
When I lived in Tulsequah in 1955, it 
(Continued on page 847) 




















Sunday School Class on a Winter Picnic 
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LESSON 9. NOVEMBER 30. TEACHING BY PARABLES 


Mark 4:1-34; printed text, Verses 1-12 


THE KinG JAMES VERSION ‘ 
Mark 4:1 And he began again to teach by the sea side: and 
there was gathered unto him a great multitude, so that he en- 
tered into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole multitude 


was by the sea on the land. 


2 And he taught them many things by parables, and said 


unto them in his doctrine, 


3 Hearken; Behold, there went out a sower to sow: 

4 And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way 
side, and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up. 

5 And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much 
earth; and immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth 


of earth: 


6 But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and ‘because it 


had no root, it withered away. 


7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, 


and choked it, and it yielded no fruit. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE Lord Jesus was the master 
teacher. Sometimes He taught the 
people ih direct language; at other 
times He taught through the use of par- 
ables, illustrative stories which simpli- 
fied, clarified, and drove His points 
home to the hearts of His hearers. 

Why did He use parables? 
least five reasons. 

First, pictorial speech makes tdeas 
clear and intelligible. People normally 
think in terms of things and deeds rather 
than in terms of concepts. It is easier 


For at 


to visualize the sowing of seed than the 


proclamation of the Word. Sermons 
that have color and interest lead to the 
unknown or complex via the known 
and simple. 

Second, parables sometimes make a 
more lasting impression than the ex- 
position of mere ideas. People remem- 
ber what they see mentally longer than 
what they simply hear. 

Third, the veiling of truth through 
the use of picture stories might cause 
less unnecessary offense. Our Lord did 
not hesitate when occasion arose to de- 
nounce the scribes and Pharisees to their 
faces (e.g., Matt. 23:13). But the Par- 
able of the Wheat and Tares (Matt. 
13:24-30), for example, rebuked the 
false religionists without stinging them 
to hostile action. 

Fourth, in using the parabolic 
method, Christ was fulfilling prophecy. 
Matthew reminds us that the Psalmist 
predicted that the Messiah would speak 
in parables (see Matt. 13:34, 35; Psa. 
78:2). 

Fifth, our Lord used parables to ac- 
centuate the Jews’ dullness of spiritual 
insight. His picturesque utterances ac- 
tually increased their lack of vision, for 
it made them more determined than 
ever to close the ears of their hearts 


hear. 


Golden Text.—But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.—Jas. 1:22 


8 And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that 
sprang up and increased; and brought forth, some thirty, and 
some sixty, and some an hundred. 


9 And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him 


10 And when he was alone, they that were about him with 
the twelve asked of him the parable. 

11 And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the 
mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are 
without, all these things are done in parables: 


12 That seeing they may see, and not pereeive; and hearing 


they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they 


should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education. 


. s x s 


to His words. Study again Mark 4:11, 
12. Light simply presented, but pur- 
posely rejected, makes the original 
gloom deeper than ever. Truth plainly 
told, but willingly spurned, makes the 
original ignorance more obvious and 
inexcusable. 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 4:1—“He began ... to teach 
by the sea side . . . he entered into a 


ship . .. the whole multitude was by 
the sea...” The scene shifts from a 
home (His brethren were “standing 


without”—Mark 3:31) to the Sea of Gal- 
ilee. The Saviour is seated in a little 
ship, for convenience and to avoid the 
pressure of the crowd. Multitudes line 
the shore—a wonderful setting for a 
teaching ministry. 

Verse 2—‘“He taught them many 
things by parables, and said .. .” Par- 
able is derived from a Greek verb which 
means “to put one thing beside another,” 
i.e., for the sake of comparison. A par- 
able is a pictorial story that illustrates 
spiritual truth. 

Verse 3.—“. . . Behold, there went out 
a sower to sow...” The crowd under- 
stood this. In the seedtime of the year 
sowers were a familiar sight on the 
plains and hillsides of Galilee. 


Verse 4.—“. . . as he sowed, some fell 
by the way side... the fowls of the 
air . . . devoured it up.” Broad paths 


crossed the fields. Their edges were 
the “way side.” The surface was beaten 
hard and smooth by passersby and by 
the sower himself. Hungry birds follow- 
ing the sower had an immediate feast. 


Verse 5.—“Some fell on stony ground 
. . it had not much earth . . . immedi- 
ately it sprang up .. . it had‘no depth 








Dr. Woodbridge has ey printed, 
loose-leaf outline studies of all the New Tes- 
tament Books. These are for personal Bible 
study and teaching. If interested, write, for 


a descriptive folder to Dr. C. J. Woodbridge, 
P.O. Box 55, Altadena, Calif. 





of earth.” A thin layer of earth covered 
the rock beneath. Or little rocks were 
mixed with the soil. The very warmth 
of the rocks hastened the development 
of the seed. 

Verse 6—“When the sun was up, it 
was scorched ... because it had no root, 
it withered away.” Sunrise brought dis- 
aster. The rocks (1) prevented the 
plant from pushing down its growing 
roots and firmly embedding them in the 
soil; (2) absorbed so much heat from 
the sun that the hapless plant withered. 


Verse 7.—“Some fell among thorns 
. the thorns grew up, and choked it 
. it yielded no fruit.” Palestine’s 
thorns were long and ruthless (remem- 
ber our Lord’s painful crown). They 
outstripped the plant in growth and 
strangled it, both by depriving it of 
nourishment and room and also by mer- 
ciless contact. 

Verse 8.—“Other fell on good ground, 
and did yield fruit . . . and brought 
forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and 
some an hundred.” The seed does not 
change although the soil varies. Even 
in ground plowed deeply (to remove 
rocks and thorn roots) different degrees 
of fertility are found. The harvest may 
be fair, good, or excellent. 

Verse 9.—“He said unto them, He that 
hath ears to hear, let him hear.” This 
formula was probably used in rabbini- 
cal schools. Compare Revelation 2:7, 
11, 17, 29. A person may hear words 
with his physical ears Without opening 
the “ears” of his heart to understand 
and receive their teaching. 


Verse 10.—‘“When he was alone, they 
. asked of him the parable.” The 
crowd was dispersed. A cluster of in- 
terested questioners remained. They 
joined the twelve disciples in asking 
the Lord to explain the meaning of the 
picture story He had told. 
Verse 11.—“He said . . . Unto you it is 
given to know the mystery of the king- 
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Lesson for November 30 


dom of God . . . unto them that are 
without, all these things are done in 
parables.” A “mystery” is either some- 
thing obscure to many but clear to the 
initiated, or something hitherto obscure 
but now revealed (e.g., Eph. 3:3). Christ 
divides men into two groups: those who 
understand and appreciate ‘the things 
of the Kingdom, and those whose spir- 
itual perception is dull. 


Verse 12.—“That seeing they may see, 
and not perceive; and hearing they may 
hear, and not understand; lest . . . they 
should be converted ...” The quotation 
is from Isaiah 6:9, 10 (see Paul’s use of 
the words in Acts 28:26, 27). Many of 
those to whom our Lord spoke the par- 
ables had already closed their hearts to 
Him. Now they saw Him speak and 
heard His gracious words, but their 
minds, blinded by sin and pride, refused 
to understand. The use of parables em- 
phasized and even intensified their wil- 
ful and stubborn ignorance. The pen- 
alty of rejecting the light of truth is 
deepening darkness. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


When the message of the Kingdom of 
God—its entrance through the new birth 
(John 3:3), its duties and blessings—is 
proclaimed, there are at least four types 
of response, corresponding to the vari- 
eties of soil in the Parable of the Sower. 


Some seed of the “word of the king- 
dom” (Matt. 13:19; see Mark 4314) falls 
on cold and callous hearts; the Devil 
snatches it away and ‘the listener is to- 
tally unmoved and unimpressed. He 
looks at the “sower” with blank and 
unresponsive gaze. How dreadful is the 
fate of those who reject God’s Son! 

‘Other seed finds a quick and ready 
response. Hearers seem delighted to 
hear the Good News. But their delight 
is shallow, their enthusiasm transient, 
their new-found “faith” fleeting. When 
opposition, ridicule, or persecution oc- 
cur, they quickly yield to pressure. 
Their avowed assent is a sham. They 
profess without possessing. 

The third group deserves profound 
pity. The Word seems to find a solid 
lodgment in their souls. But it quickly 
appears that they are not all out for 
God. Worldly cares, the magnetism of 
riches, lust after things—all this crowds 
out and soon replaces their professed 
trust in Christ. They seek to hold on 
to God and the world, and discover to 
their loss that this is impossible. 

But then, thank God, there is fruitful 
Soil. 

The message is truly accepted. The 
seed takes root. ‘The fruit of holiness, 
Service, praise, and testimony is soon 
produced, abounding in proportion to 
the believer’s yieldedness to the in- 
dwelling Holy Spirit. 

The story of the -man who sowed seed 
and then slept (Mark 4:26-29) suggests 
that the reality and the blessings of the 
Kingdom steadily exert wholesome ef- 
fects upon those who receive the -Word. 


Growth in grace occurs in some a 


with imperceptible speed. The thin 
of God become increasingly precious to 


._ His people; and the influence of be- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 

8. November 23.—Jesus Arouses 
Opposition. ...................Mark 2:1 to 3:6 

Next Week’s Lesson 


10. December 7.—Jesus’ Matchless 
Power (Temperance). 
Mark 4:35 to 5:43 








lievers upon their generation is ever 
more beneficent. 

The Parable of the Mustard Seed 
(Mark 4:31, 32), proverbially one of the 
smallest seeds, has had two classic in- 
terpretations. Some see in it the per- 
vasive influence of the Word as it ex- 
ercises more and more power over ever- 
widening areas, for the Word of God is 
indeed “quick and powerful” (Heb. 4: 
12). Others remember that fowls in the 
branches (Mark 4:32) may speak of 
evil (see Dan. 4:21). They feel, there- 
fore, that our Lord has in mind His 
professed followers who in the days of 
apostasy will yield to unbelief and sin. 
Both interpretations have a large meas- 
ure of truth; the Word continues to 
work effectively in truly responsive 
hearts. But in the last days there will 
be a dreadful falling away from the 
faith (1 Tim. 4:1). 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. The purpose of the parables (Mark 


4:11, 12) 

2. The content of the parables (vv. 3-8, 
21-25, 26-32) 

3. The explanation of the parables (vv. 
13-20, 34) 


Topics for Development 

Fruit Bearing. In the Parable of the 
Sower our Lord declares that seed sown 
in similar soil produces varied percent- 
ages of fruit (Mark 4:20). The seed is 
the Word: it does not change. The soil 
is the receptive human heart, which re- 
mains receptive. Then why the variety 
in fruit bearing? Why do some be- 
lievers produce less fruit than others? 
Why do the lives of some Christians 
seem to glorify God in a wonderful way, 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HY did our Lord speak to His 
discipJes in parables? 
2. Why did He speak thus to the un- 
believing crowds? 
3. What was the seed the man sowed? 
4. Whom do the devouring birds in 
the parable represent? 
5. What caused the seed sown in shal- 
low soil to wither? - 
6. How did Christ 
thorns? 
7. What determines a Christian’s fruit- 
bearing percentage? 
8. What four stages are seen in the 
normal development of a seed? 
9. Why did the Saviour choose a 
mustard seed as His topic? 
10. In what two ways is the wide ex- 


interpret the 


tension of the mustard tree interpreted?’ 


(Answers on page 843) 
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while the lives of others seem less ra- 
diant and fruitful? 

The answer is not hard to find. Read 
carefully John 45:1-8. Note the con- 
trast between “more fruit” (v. 2) and 
“much fruit” (vv. 5, 8). What makes 
the difference? The ‘believer whose 
fruit is an hundredfold is the one who 
really abides in Christ (John 15:4-6). 
He maintains close fellowship with the 
Lord Jesus, who is his life and strength. 
No unconfessed sin mars his fellowship. 
He cultivates it daily in his devotional 
life. As a result the channel of fruit 
production is unimpeded. His rate of 
fruit bearing remains high. 


Christ’s Prophetic Ministry. Moses 
predicted this ministry (Deut. 18:18). 
Our Lord was a prophet, a spokesman 
for the Father in Heaven. In the use 
of parables and other forms of teaching 
He fulfilled Moses’ prediction. But bear 
in mind that Christ’s prophetic work 
was but one aspect—although a very 
important one—of His total ministry. 
His preaching and teaching were elo- 
quent and challenging. But the moral 
standards He set were so high that, if 
His prophetic work were all He offered, 
sinful men would be left in despair. - 
The nobility of the ideals He proclaimed 
reveals man’s desperate inability and | 
need of a Saviour. 

The fact is that, while the Saviour’s 
prophetic ministry condemns sinners, 
His priestly ministry redeems them. His 
ethical teachings drive repentant sin- 
ners to their knees, but His atoning 
death on the cross elevates believing 
saints to the loving, forgiving heart of 
the Father. 


Practical Applications 

How deep is your consecration? Can 
you endure for Christ even when the 
heat ison? (Mark 4:6.) 

What is your fruit bearing percent- 
age? The Lord Jesus has not changed. 
Are you abiding in Him? Is the life- 
giving channel unobstructed? 

Take a good look at the choking 
thorns. Meditate on each: the “cares 
of this world” can be overburdensome; 
the “deceitfulness of riches” can strangle 
if you give it a chance; “lusts” can mar 
the effectiveness of the Word in your 
soul. Are any of these thorns piercing 
your consecration? Pray that the Holy 
Spirit may free the growing plant of 
your dedication from the entangling 
grip of these vicious things. 

There “went out a sower” (Mark 4: 
3). ‘Should he go out only in this pic- 
ture story? Or are you imitating His 
example and daily sowing the Word at 
the office, in the factory, at school, and 
in the home? ‘ 


Golden Text 

Jas. 1:22—“Be ye doers of the word, 
and not hearers only, deceiving your. 
own selves.” Believers are summoned 
to the obedience of love, which demon- 
strates the reality of their faith, One 
may profess to believe but fail to pro- 
duce good works. In doing so he may 
deceive himself; but he is not likely to 
deceive his neighbors for long. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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The Busy Men‘s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And he began again to teach by the 
sea side...” (Mark 4:1).—This is the 
fourth time in this Gospel that we see 
the Lord Jesus by the sea. 

Dr. G. F. Maclear says: “The scenery 
round the Lake doubtless suggested 
many of the details of the parables now 
delivered. (1) On the shore was the 
vast multitude gathered ‘out of every 
city’ (Luke 8:4); (2) from the fishing 
boat the eye of the divine speaker 
would rest on patches of undulating 
cornfields with the trodden pathway 
running through them, the rocky ground 
of the hillside protruding here and there, 
the large bushes of thorn growing in 
the very midst of the waving wheat, 
the deep loam of the good rich soil 
which distinguishes the whole of the 
Plain of Gennesaret descending close to 
the water’s edge .. .” 

“And he taught them many things 
by parables .. .” (Mark 4:2).—Various 
definitions of “parable” are being given. 
I like this simple one: “An earthly 
story with a heavenly meaning.” And 
most of our Lord’s parables are just 
that. 

The simplest sights we see, 
The sower flinging seed on loam and rock, 
The darnel in the wheat: the mustard tree 


That hath its seed so little, and its boughs 
Wide-spreading; and the wandering sheep, and 


nets 
Shot in the dimpled waters, drawing forth 
Great fish and small: these and a thousand such 
Seen by us daily, never seen aright, 
For H were pictures from the page of life, 


Teaching by parable. 
—Sir Edwin Arnold 


“Hearken; Behold, there went out a 
sower to sow...” (Mark 4:3).—We all 
need this summons to attention, because 
of the importance of both speaker and 
message. The Lord demands, and de- 
serves, our undivided attention. 

The sower is the Son of man (Matt. 
13:37). He is the Word (John 1:1); and 
He sows the Word. “Who teacheth like 
him?” (Job 36:22.) 

In resurrection He promised to be 
with His disciples as they went forth 
to preach (Matt. 28:20). And after His 
ascension, it is written “the Lord work- 
ing with them” (Mark 16:20)—the Lord 
by His Spirit is with every sower of the 
Good Seed. Happy is the worker who 
is conscious of this blessed fact, and 
can say “Christ speaking in me” (2 Cor. 
13:3). What a Heaven-conferred priv- 
ilege to be a mouthpiece for the Lord! 
(Exod. 4:12.) 

It is not to be wondered at that 
Martin’ Luther said he would gladly 
beg all week, if necessary, if he could 
preach once on Sunday! 

That which the sower is to sow is 
“the word” (v. 14). There is nothing 
comparable to the Word of God! It is 
living and powerful .. . and is a critic 
of the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart. It will not return empty to the 
Lord. It will accomplish that which 


pleases Him; and it will prosper in the 
thing whereto He sends it (Isa. 55:11). 
It will give light and understanding 
(Psa. 119: 130). 

A certain Christian traveler was ’ 
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packing his suitcase when he remarked 


to a friend: “There is still a small corner . 


left open in which'I desire to pack a 
guidebook, a lamp, a mirror, a telescope, 
a book of poems, a number of biogra- 
phies, a bundle of old letters, a hymn- 
book, a sharp sword, a library of 66 books 
—all of these articles must occupy a 
space of about three by two inches.” 
“How are you going to manage that?” 
queried his friend; and the reply was, 
“Very easily; for the Bible contains all 
these things!” 

“. . as he sowed, some fell by the 
way side ...” (Mark 4:4).—The seed 
falls on four kinds of soil—representa- 
tive of the four conditions of hearts. 

Those by the wayside are those that 
hear but understand not—and make no 
effort to be enlightened—and then 
cometh the Devil, and taketh away the 
Word out of their hearts lest they 
should believe and be saved (see Matt. 
13:19 and Luke 8:12). 

The seed that fell on solid rock 
covered lightly with earth speaks of 
those who hear the Word joyfully, but 
who have no root in themselves and be- 
come victims of persecution. 

The thorny ground hearers are those 
who allow “the eares of this world, and 
the deceitfulness of riches, and the [de- 
sires] .. . of other things” to choke the 
Word into unfruitfulness. 

The good-ground hearers are those 
which not only hear the Word, but also 
receive it—the doers and hearers of it, 
as the memory text for this lesson en~ 
joins. 

“.. lest at any time they should be 
converted ...” (Matk 4:12).—“The lest 
haply does not refer to any action of 
Christ or of God, but to the action of 
the men themselves (Matt. 13:15). Not 
that He adopted the parabolic method 
lest haply they might be forgiven; but 
that He adopted the parabolic method 
because they had shut their own eyes, 
lest haply they should be forgiven” (Dr. 
G. C. Morgan). 

Wawona, CALir. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SuccEsTeD HYMNS 


“Tell Me the Stories of Jesus” 
“We Have Heard the Joyful Sound” 
“Saviour, While My Heart Is Tender” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, we thank Thee for 
Thy Word which is able to make us wise 
unto. salvation. Make us wise to open 
our hearts to Thy message and to Thee. 
Bless this lesson to us and many more 
that all may seek good-soil hearts. 
Bless and use all who sow Gospel seed 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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in human hearts, our teachers here and 
others elsewhere, that a rich harvest of 
good may result from their work. In- 
crease Christian lives and homes in this 
and other lands. Revive Thy Church. 
Raise up teachers and preachers of the 
Word for our times. 
missions everywhere. Guide our states- 
men and guard us from war and every 
strife. Relieve all sufferers, comfort the 
sorrowing, and to us grant pardon of 
sin and release from its power, making 
us true followers of Thy Son, our Sav- 
iour. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Your picture is in 
this lesson! In one of the four soils of 
which we have read each may see his 
own heart pictured. 

Is yours a wayside heart? It is if 
God’s Word goes in one ear and out the 
other. To some people the Gospel is 
just sound and no more. It makes no 
impression on them and they may live 
and die as though. Christ had never 
come and never died for them; as 
though there were no Heaven to seek or 
hell to shun. Make sure yours is no 
hard, indifferent, wayside heart. 

Is yours a stony-ground, shallow-soil 
heart? Such hearts are impressed by 
God’s Word, but only for a time. They 
seem to turn to God, but it does not 
last because God’s Word never gets 
rooted enough to grow and abide in 
them. When it costs to be a Christian, 
they fall away. Like the cut flower 
that soon fades, so is their interest in 
Christ. Rootless it withers away. Is 
this your heart? 

Or is it the thorny-ground heart—so 
occupied with the care and pleasures of 
this world that God’s Word never de- 
velops its proper fruit in them? Christ 
has a place in them, but other interests 
take more and more place and there is 
no Christian fruitfulness because Christ 
is not first and foremost. 














(Foo ME, LORD, 
OOD-SOIL HEART, MEN. 

Or is yours a good-soil heart? If it 
is, you hate sin and forsake it. You 


love Christ and really follow Him with 
results plain to all. The fruits of up- 
rightness, humility, love, patience, 
prayerfulness, and devotion to Christ 
grow out of good-soil hearts and their 
presence in the life proves Christ’s pres- 
ence in the heart. Ask God to make 
and keep yours a good-soil heart. 


Caveary, ALTA., CAN. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, today we have a lesson 

in agriculture—one of our Lord’s 
best-known parables—The Sower. In 
the early part of this century boys and 
girls began to be specially interested 
in farming and it was the beginning of 
4-H clubs. The movement has grown 
until now there are more than 80,000 
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clubs in the United States with a total 
membership of nearly two million: The 
name “4-H” stands for “head, hands, 
heart, and health.” 

The, American Magazine was author- 
ity for the statement that in one year 
1,200 Ohio boys raised the value of the 
corn crop of that state twenty million 
dollars—advancing the average yield per 
acre from 35 to 71 bushels. Previous 
to that, Jerry Moore, a South Carolina 
boy, had established the world’s record, 
raising 228 bushels of corn on one acre 
in one season. It created a sensation 
all over the country—even outside of 
agricultural circles. His harrow was a 
special exhibit at the National Corn 
Show. 

In a Sunday school in a distant state 
when a boy was asked by his teacher, 
“Who was Jeremiah?” he replied he 
did not know, but he knew all about 
Jerry Moore. In South Carolina alone, 
the annual yield of corn jumped from 
17 million bushels to 50 million bushels 
in three years. And yet a few years 
later, Walker Lee Dunson, a Mississippi 
boy, wrested the world’s championship 
from Jerry Moore by raising 232 bushels 
of corn on'one acre. It is likely that 
record, too, has been surpassed, for the 
“4-H-ers” are very progressive. 

This shows what boys can do along 
big, practical lines of usefulness, en- 
hancing the ‘value of the world by liv- 
ing in it and working in it. 

Jesus gives us a farming lesson in the 
Parable of the Sower, and, as in all 
His parables, He uses material values 
to show us what He wants us to learn 
about the far greater values of the spir- 
itual life. He describes four kinds of 
ground. Though the seed was the same, 
the sower the same, and the seasons the 
same—yet four very different results 
came, solely because of the difference in 
the ground, or something associated 
with the ground. 

Each of you fellows has his “patch of 
ground.” Will you take a look at your 
ground in the light of this parable 
spoken by the Lord Jesus Christ? The 
Word of God (which is the seed) is be- 
ing sown in your community . each 
Lord’s Day, and at other times—sown to 
your patch of ground. What is the pros- 
pect for your yield? Is the world going 
to be better because of your parcel of 
ground—and the way you handle it? 

Look at it closely. Is it becoming 
hardened by indifference or inatten- 
tion—so that the great thoughts of God 
“go in one ear and out the other”? Can 
you recall, on Sunday afternoon, what 
was discussed in the morning class 


meeting? Or have the succeeding triv- 
ial events brushed it all from your 
mind? 


Is your soil shallow—stony? Did you 
feel an uplifting impulse when the 
preacher or the teacher held aloft an 
ideal? Did you resolve upon a higher 
plane of action—then cool off and drop 
back to the old program? 

Have you allowed thorns and weeds 
to grow in your “patch”? Are you let- 
ting in habits and associations and 
amusements that “choke” the seed and 
prevent a good crop? 
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Or is your patch like the good ground? 
God’s Word is the seed. Are you re- 
ceiving it into your real thinking, fer- 
tilizing it with prayer, and cultivating 
it by obedience? A good motto for 
Bible study is, “Study it through, pray 
it in, work it out, note it down, pass it 
on.” That process secures a good yield. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HREE weeks ago we read the begin- 
ning of what is called “The Sermon 
on the Mount.” 

This morning we will read the first 
part of “The Sermon by the Seaside.” 
Read Mark 4:1 and Matthew , 13:2 
and try to picture, the scene. As Jesus 
taught the people by the Sea of Galilee, 
the crowd thronged so close to Him that 


it was necessary for Him to get into a“ 


little ship and put a little way out from 
the shore where the multitude was 
standing. Seated in the boat, He was 
so near that all could hear His words. 
Jesus spoke to them in parables. Today 
we will study the first one. 

Let us read Mark 4:2-12 around the 
class. We learn from verse 14 that the 
seed in this parable is the Word of God, 
and from verse 15 we learn that the soil 
represents the hearts of the hearers. 
The seed landed on four different kinds 
of soil: wayside, stony, thorny, and 
good. Soil by a path is always hard 
because it is constantly tramped down. 

What does verse 15 say happened to 
the seed dropped on the wayside? (Sa- 
tan immediately took it out of their 
hearts.) Yes. If the seed had been al- 
lowed to stay there, it might have 
worked its way into the soil. How do 
you suppose Satan took it away? Most 
likely he used some human instrument. 
And maybe the person who did it had 
no intention of serving the Devil. I 
once saw this done! A young man was 
listening intently to a Gospel message, 
when the girl next to him whispered 
something in his ear. His attention was 
gone from the sermon, and at the end 
of the service they went out laughing 
and talking together. The girl had pro-- 
fessed salvation some time before, but 
the young man had not. The girl was 
killed in an auto accident shortly after 
this. As far as I know that young man 
is still unsaved. If that girl is in 
Heaven, as we hope, what do you sup- 
pose she thinks now about that service 
where she did the Devil’s work for him? 
Let us be careful that we never do any- 
thing like that. 

Verses 16 and 17 explain the stony- 
ground hearers. I talked with one of 
these, too. She said that she had at- 
tended a Gospel meeting some years 
before. She thought it would be won- 
derful to get a free ticket to Heaven, so 
she went forward with a number of 
others and hoped that she was saved. 
But she had felt no burden of sins and 
had no dealing with the Lord. She had 
gone home happy that night, believing 
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that she could now go to Heaven with- 
out paying any money or going to any 
further trouble about it. But her life 
was no different than it was before. It 
was not until a great sorrow came into 
her life that she really felt her need of 
the Saviour and turned to Him in faith 
and repentance. 

Verses 17 and 18 explain the thorny- 
ground hearers. Oh, how many of them 
there are today! They say, “I know I 
should fake time for those things, but 
I’m just too busy!” And they are busy 
with the very things mentioned here! 

I am sure all of us want to be the 
good-ground hearers. Before we come 
to Sunday school, we need to pray that 


‘the Lord will prepare our hearts to re- 


ceive His Word. After we leave, we 
need to ask His help that we may do 
the things we have learned. In this 
parable we have three kinds of good- 
ground hearers. Some do only about 
30 per cent of what they know, and 
others 60 per cent. But the ones who 
seek to obey God fully are the best and 
happiest in this life, and will receive 
the greatest rewards in Heaven. Let us 
be in that group. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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If you are teaching a Primary child 
this quarter, pray that he may be a 
good-ground hearer, too. In prepara- 
tion for his next lesson, make a set of 
flash cards from cardboard, such as that 
found on the back of writing tablets. 
On each of these print one of the words 
you have taught, i. Jesus, Heaven, 
star, they, called, Peter, many, and boat, 
the. new one for today. Then you can 
make three more for the sounds you 
have taught s, c, and m. Let your pupil 
say the words on the cards for you. Let 
him hold the cards he knows, and count 
how many there are. Then have him 
reread Stories 1, 2, 3, and 4. If he has 
finished drawing Picture 4, let him make 
the boats marked Story 4, in the center 
of the book. The pages of handwork 
are arranged in such a way that there 
should never be more than one loose 
page at a time, so no picture should 
get lost. And now, till next Sunday, 
“God be with you till we meet again.” 





The book mentioned above, “Stories I Can 
Read Myself About the Lord Jesus,”’ may be 
ordered for 50c this quarter from V. D. Gun- 
derson, Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Too Much Hearing, Too Little Doing. 

—But be ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving your own selves 
(Jas. 1:22, Golden Text). It is said of 
that princely Josiah, King Edward VI, 
that when he attended divine service he 
constantly stood up at hearing the Word 
of God. ‘ During this time he took notes 
which he afterward diligently studied, 
meditated upon, and applied to his 
daily living. There is today too much 
hearing of the Word of God and too lit- 
tle application. Of what value are our 
many Bible conferences and sermons if 
God’s people -be hearers only? The 
Psalmist said: “Thy word have I hid in 
mine heart, that I might not sin against 
thee.” The hidden Word is the sustain- 
ing Word.—Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. Prize illustra- 
tion. 

Increased Sowing in Persecution.— 
There went out a sower to sow (Mark 
4:3). A Chinese pastor in inland China 
was recently placed under house arrest. 
Previously he had been out in the vil- 
lages holding about five meetings a 
week. Now, however, in spite of this 
attempt to silence him and hinder his 
ministry, he has thirty-five meetings a 
week as different groups come in to 
visit him!—From The Millions. Sent by 
Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. 

Virtues That Will Wash.—Because it 
had no root, it withered away (Mark 
4:6). In the early days, when fabrics 
were made and dyed at home, it was not 
always easy to get a fast color. A good 
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Quaker father inscribed under the rec- 
ord of his child’s book this quaintly 
worded petition, “And fit her for her 
long journey, O Lord, with virtues that 
will wash.”—From the King’s Business. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 

Poor Witnesses.—And the thorns... 
choked it (Mark 4:7). An unsaved 
woman was persuaded to attend a 
gathering’ of churchwomen sewing for 
some missionaries, and spent the after- 
noon with them. Later, when someone 
tried to win this woman to Christ, she 
would not listen. She said: “Forty 
women were at that sewing society and 
they talked for three hours about every- 
thing in the world they could think of, 
but Jesus Christ was not once men- 
tioned! Do you suppose I can believe 
He is precious to them when they never 
say a word about Him? I can’t do it.” 
Are you and I witnesses of that kind? 
Do we find it easier to talk about any- 
thing else than Christ? If we do, it is 
because we have not been often enough 
in the Lord’s company.—From Vivian 
D. Gunderson, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by the Rev. Norman Hill- 
yer, Holly Park, Crouch Hill, London, 
Eng. 

A Timid Woman’s Harvest.—Other fell 
on good ground, and did yield fruit that 
sprang up and increased; and brought 
forth (Mark 4:8). A timid young 
woman was distributing tracts in New 
York among the sailors. She came 
upon a group of rough men who were 
swearing savagely about something. 
Afraid to speak to them, she laid down 


_a tract entitled “The Swearer’s Prayer.” 


A young man picked it up and began to 
read it. Its first sentences brought to 
mind the home and parents he had left, 
and he made up his+mind at once to 
quit the sea and to become a Christian. 
Going up to Albany, he entered the 
prayer meeting of the Pearl Street Bap- 
tist church, of which the Rev. Bartholo- 
mew Welch was the minister, and asked 
Christian people to pray for him. He 
was soon converted, and licensed to 
preach. For years he has_ worked 
through the Northwest, and one who 
knows him says that no less than ten 
thousand souls have been saved through 
his labors. What a result from a little 
tract given by a timid woman!—From 
the Christian Workers Magazine. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 
Chill After Warmth—And when he 
was alone, they that were about him 
with thé twelve asked of him the par- 
able (Mark 4:10). Chill after warmth 
is always dangerous; but how many, 
after being warmed at the church, di- 
rectly they get out of it, begin some 
worldly conversation, and lose all the 
warmth they get!—From the Biblical 


Museum. Sent by the Rev. Guru 
Manickam, Woriur, Trichinopoly, S. 
India. 

None So Blind . . —Lest at any time 


they should be converted (Mark 4:12). 
“No, I do not wish to have my blind 
eyes cured so that I can see. Just give 
me some salve to rub on the sores on 
my arms.” Can you believe that any- 
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one would make such q ridiculous state- 
ment? Yet these words, by an old man, 
blind in both eyes from cataracts, were 
spoken when we explained to, him that 
if he would give us permission, we 
would take him into the hospital and 
would operate on the eyes, and most 
likely he would receive good vision in 
both eyes. “I want you to understand” 
he said, “that it isn’t that I am afraid of 
the operation, but I am a beggar by 
profession, and people when they ‘see 
that I am blind in both eyes are very 
generous with their alms, and if the 
Lord restored my sight I would have to 
do some harder work, and then ‘these 
people would not give me so much 
money.” And the blind beggar of 
Meshed, Persia, is not unlike many spir- 
itually blind people who will not re- 
ceive their sight because it might de- 
stroy their professions—From Record 
of Christian Work. Sent by Grace Rob- 
inson, Topeka, Kans. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HANKSGIVING is over. If we are 
people who are truly thankful, we 

have been thinking of the many good 
things that our loving Father has given 
us. We have remembered—during this 
Thanksgiving season—the many good 
foods He has given us. Maybe we have 
joined with others in singing, 

Come, ye thankful people, come, 

Raise the song of harvest home; 

All is safely gathered in, 

Ere the winter storms begin. 
It is fun to watch the farmer bring in 
the corn and other things. Perhaps you 
have been watching, ever since early 
summer, how your mother has been pre- 
paring for the winter by canning and 
freezing many fruits and vegetables. 
She has done this so that your family 
would have plenty to eat through the 
winter months—months when you will 
not be able to get nice fresh straw- 
berries and blueberries and corn and 
string beans. So Mother has stored them 
away in the freezer or in shiny glass 
jars to make sure that her family will 
get the best possible food with plenty 
of vitamins. 

It is a bit hard for us who think of 
this time of year as the end of the har- 
vest season, to realize that in the land 
where the Lord Jesus lived, this is 
planting time. But so it is. And, since 
we live in a land where so many things 
are done by machinery, it may also be 
difficult for us to realize just how plant- 
ing was done in the land of the Lord 
Jesus. There, the farmer went out with 
his bundle of seed held in one hand. 
With the other he threw the seed by 
handfuls to the ground as he walked 
up and down and back and forth. Later 
he raked (probably using a thorn rake) 
the earth over the seed. (Teacher: 
Please try to show a picture of a farmer 
broadcasting the seed.) 

It was at just about this time of year 
that our Lord Jesus preached one of 
His many wonderful sermons. A great 
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crowd had gathered around Him—so 
big a crowd that He had to go out in a 
boat for the people to be able to see and 
hear Him. That day the Lord Jesus 
taught many things, using parables. A 
parable, remember, is an earthly story 
with a heavenly meaning. Speaking 
from His boat, the Lord Jesus doubtless 
noticed a farmer sowing seed. It would 
be easy for the people ‘to understand 
about farmers. So He said: “The sower 
went out to sow. And it came to pass 
that while he was sowing, some indeed 
fell alongside the road, and the birds 
came and ate it up.” How well the 
people knew that! Birds are always 
eager to grab up new-sown seed. “And 
other seed fell upon ground full of rocks, 
where it was not having much earth. 
And immediately it sprang up because 
it was not having any depth of earth. 
And when the sun arose, it was burnt, 
and because it did not possess rootage, 
it withered.” Those people had seen 
that happen often. There are so many 
rocks covered with only a little bit of 
earth, that the farmer is always sowing 
his seed in such places. “And other 
seed fell into the midst of thorns and 
the thorns sprang up and utterly choked 
it, and it did not give fruit.” Of course 
the farmer tried to get rid of all of the 
thorns before he sowed his seed. But 
he could not possibly know where the 
wind had previously blown the thorn 
seeds. Often, therefore, the farmer's 
good seed was choked to death by the 
thorns that grew. “And other seeds 
fell on ground that was good, and it 
kept on yielding fruit, growing up and 
increasing, and it kept on bearing” 
(Mark 4:3-8, Wuest’s Expanded Trans- 
lation). 

This was the earthly story that the 
Lord Jesus told that long-ago day. 
What was the heavenly meaning? He 
explained that the seed to which He 
referred is the Word of God. That Word 
goes out continually. Many who hear 
it do not receive it. (The seed falls by 
the wayside.) Some who hear the Word 
of God do not let it root. (The seed 
falls on rocky ground.) Some never 
let the Word of God grow up. (The 
seed falls among thorns.) Others hear 
the Word of God, accept it, and bear 
fruit. (The seed falls on good ground.) 
Today, as in the long ago, the Lord 
Jesus wants us who hear His Word to 
believe it, receive it, and obey it. Is 
your heart “good ground”? 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By, Ruth E. Dow 
Listening to Jesus (Mark 4:1-9) 


HAT kind of ears do you have? 

Big ones? Ears that wiggle? You 
have not only outside ears, but middle 
ears and inner ears! You have ear- 
drums; bones called hammer, anvil, and 
stirrup; and snail-like coils with liquid 
and 24,000 little hair.cells apiece! Each 
hair cell is tuned to just one sound, and 
flicks when that sound comes in. How 


_the action of sowing seed.) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


busy your 48,000 little hair cells are 
right now flashing messages to your 
brain while I am speaking! The auto 
horn honking outside is wiggling others 
of those hair cells, and the singing com- 
ing in from the next room makes others 
vibrate. If you want to see what won- 
derful, delicate machines your ears are, 
look up “Ear” in your school encyclo- 
pedia tomorrow. 

On a hearing test you may be able 
to hear the tick of a watch a long way 
off. But how is your hearing wheh 
Mother calls you from play? or when 
Teacher speaks to you at school? “He 
that hath ears to hear, let him hear,” 
said the Lord (Mark 4:9, Memory 
Verse.) He also warned people to look 
out how they listened, for they would 
get the good of only what they paid at- 
tention to. But if they understood that, 
they would get still more (vv. 24, 25). 

Imagine yourself among this crowd 
(show a picture of the Lord teaching 
from a boat). He is telling a stdry of 
everyday things that they all knew 
about in those days when grain seed 
was thrown out by hand over the 
ground. (Use a picture or demonstrate 
Listen to 
the Lord Jesus! (Read Mark 4:3-8.) 
The four conditions may be illustrated 
by pupil or teacher sketching on the 
blackboard, or by using flannelgraph 
figures.1 

Was the Lord giving a lesson on farm- 
ing when He’ told this story? No, a 
lesson on Christians! The seed is what 
He says. The ground is people’s hearts 
and lives. Listen as He explains the 
story to His disciples. (Read vv. 14-20. 
Flannelgraph figures may illustrate it.) 

Perhaps we have all four kinds of 
heart ground here today! Which kind 
is yours? Let us check to see how the 
seed sown last week has been growing. 
Did you forget all about last week’s 
lesson as soon as you got out of Sunday 
school—in one ear and out the other? 





‘Such as those included in “Parables,” the 
Standard Publishing Foundation, Cincinnati 31; 
$2.50. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 839) 

1. To clarify and ‘simplify His teach- 
ing. 

2. To highlight and accentuate their 
unbelief (Mark 4:11, 12). 

3. The Word of God (Mark 4:14). 

4. Satan (Mark 4:15). 

5. The rising sun, and the fact that 
“it had no root” (Mark 4:6). 


6. “Cares of this world, . . . deceitful- 
ness of riches, and . . . lusts” (Mark 4: 
19). 


7. The degree of his abiding in Christ. 

8. Blade, ear, full corn, and ripeness 
for harvest (Mark 4: 28, 29). 

9. Proverbially it is 
small. 

10. The spread of the Gospel; and the 
permeating influence of unbelief. 
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When you started in helping someone, 
and someone else made fun of you, did 
you quickly give up?. Did you get so 
busy with other things that there just 
was not time? Or did you help some- 
one, not just once, but three, ten times 
during the week? Get busy on those 
stones and(weeds, and let the Christian 
seeds grow in your life. Prayer helps. 

Matthew 13 and Luke 8:4 also tell 
this story from the Lord’s lips. Your 
bookmarks can show the places. (If 
the question arises why John does not 
tell the same stories as Matthew, Mark 
and Luke, explain that his storybook 
was not written until after the other 
three were known, and through the 
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guidance of the Holy Spirit he seems to 
have chosen to record things the others 
did not tell. Read the last verse of 
John.) 

“He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear.” Are you listening to the Lord’s 


‘words every day, and getting more and 


more from them? (Encourage some 
form of daily Bible reading. We have 
previously suggested the reading of one 
of the Gospels. But you may prefer to 
emphasize the readings listed in your 
quarterly, or the Thanksgiving to Christ- 
mas list of the American Bible Society, 
or the Bible Book of the Month, if your 
church . advocates one of these plans.) 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


- Sunday, Nevember 30 


5. The Church the Spirit Couldn’t 
Endure (Rev. 3:14-22) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HOT drink on a cold day is warm- 


ing and invigorating. A cold drink . 


on a hot day cools and refreshes. But 
no one enjoys a drink of tepid water: 
it nauseates. Likewise, most of us are 
not very well pleased with those who 
are seemingly neither for nor against 
anything. We find their company 
rather dull and monotonous. 


se 
It is not difficult, therefore, to under- 
stand the attitude of the Lord Jesus to- 
ward the church that we are to study 
this week as the last in the series, “Light 
‘From Ancient Churches.” The church 
at Sardis, about which we thought last 
week, was pronounced “dead” by the 
Lord Jesus. Nevertheless He.did have 
some words of commendation for it. 
The church we are to think about this 
week, however, receives no approval 
from the Lord, who, instead of being in 
the midst of it as He should be, is seen 
outside, knocking and pleading for ad- 
mission. The -Laodicean church was 
neither “hot” with true fervor, nor 
“cold” with indifference, or inactivity, 
or opposition. It was lukewarm or 
tepid, and therefore distasteful to the 
Lord Jesus. 
we 
But not only was the Laodicean 
church lukewarm, it was self-deceived. 
It proclaimed that it was rich and 
needed nothing. Actually it was poor 
and miserable and blind and naked (v. 
17). It is right here that we may see 
some of the cause for the condition of 
this church. It depended upon and took 
pride in wrong things. It counted upon 
its material wealth and fine equipment 
rather than upon the spiritual garments 
of righteousness. and humility. It was 
blind to the fact that of itself it could do 
nothing, and that all its righteousnesses 
were as filthy rags, and it failed to real- 
ize its constant need of the grace and 
strength and enabling of the Lord Jesus, 
whom it had shut out of its life and 
activities. 
ye ; 
Since the Laodicean church is the 
seventh and last of the seven churches 
that make up the prophetic picture in 
Revelation of the course of the Chris- 
tian church down through the centuries 
until Christ returns, it is reasonable to 
consider it as typical of the church 
system of today, with its material 
wealth, and prosperity, its garments 
of social service and world-wide union, 
and its efforts to “bring in the kingdom” 
and to gather to itself the control of all 
missionary and Christian education and 
religious broadcasting activities under a 
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world council. It has forgotten that vival of Bible study. And when the II. We believe in one God eternally 
only under~ the personal, millennial conference of 1919 came around—this existing in three persons, Father, Son, 
reign of the Lord Jesus can lasting time a conference on Christian Funda- and Holy Spirit. 
peace, true social justice, and real ec- mentals—the attendance and interest III. We believe that Jesus Christ was 
umenicity be established. were amazing. Think of six thousand begotten by the Holy Spirit, and born 

4 persons attending a Bible conference on of the Virgin Mary, and is true God 
a : the Atlantic seaboard, representing and true man. 
etn Bl ppeyonn F ang Ferg forty-two of the forty-eight states of IV. We believe that man was created 

7 difference and lukewarmness in the the Union, besides nearly or quite all in the image of God, that he sinned 
Christian life, against a disposition to the Canadian Provinces, as well as seven and thereby incurred not only physical 

| ourvender Christian principles and con- foreign countries in addition!” death but also that spiritual death 

victions so as not to offend anyone, and The speakers at that conference in- which is separation from God; and that 
against dependence upon outward sym- Cluded W. B. Riley, J. C. Massee, Joseph all human beings are born with a sinful 

n- bols of success and prosperity and Kyle, James M. Gray, W. H. Griffith nature, and, in the case of those who 

nk . righteousness rather than upon the true Thomas, P. W. Philpott, A. B. Winches- reach moral responsibility, become sin- 

ut riches of the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5: ter. R. A. Torrey, Lewis Sperry Chafer, ners in thought, word, and deed. 

r: 22, 23), and the white garments of the George E. Guille, William L. Pettingill, V. We believe that the Lord Jesus 

re righteousness of Christ (Phil. 3:8, 9). I. M. Haldeman, C. I. Scofield, L. W. Christ died for our sins according to 

ho we y Munhall, George McNeely, and John the Scriptures as a representative and 
st ae ; Roach Straton. Dr. Griffith Thomas was Substitutionary sacrifice; and that all 
ry But it is important to notice that, in ‘zirman of the Resolutions Committee, that believe in Him are justified on the 

spite of the displeasure expressed by the 244 the following were members: Dr, round of His shed blood. 

Lord Jesus concerning the Laodicean Riley, Dr. Gray, Charles A. Blanchard 

church, He still knocks, and He counsels Charles G ted Dr. Pettingill Dr. 
r- it to buy, without money and without Munhall Charl ere hee Hy SUPPOSE GOD WANT Ss 

u F ‘ es L. Huston, J. R. Schaf- 

De price, the refined gold of a true testi- fer, O. R. Palmer, and J. Davis Adams. You to pfay for the use of His grea 

ly mony and the white garments of His As there is no question that what these weapon against Communism, the Bible. 

ht righteousness, and the renewed vision men considered as fundamentals will be We are now sending Bible study 

+h that comes only with having the mind  (¢¢ interest to all Christians today, they courses by mail to many lands. New 
f Christ. The day is far spent, -but it is . a. , uests' received in every mail from 

st i. * den tate 6 . adie are given herewith: ‘Abies, Will you pray? Please help us 
= —s vs ae ‘ oy yoy ag I. We believe in the Scripture of the enduer the nha dalle so many Ane 
rightful place of directien and control Old and New Testaments as verbally ous young people in so many lands. 
it. from poe Bn inspired of God, and inerrant in the orig- CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc 

- ‘ inal writings, and that they are of ; 

al os supreme and final authority in faith Station A, Atlenta, Georgie 

in Even one individual or one young and life Talmage Payne, Director 

n people’s group may be used to bring , - 

i. about revival. Does Christ rule su- 

1s preme in your life and is He able to use i a G LEY’S 

r you right where you are? If you have 7 

y, accepted Him as your Saviour, He lives Si unday Si chool Commentary 

r in your heart forever, but does He have 

e unhindered access to every department e»-makes teaching easier, more effective 
of your life? He wants to have just 1959 Edition! 
such complete control, and He is wait- NE W. ° 9 

n ing for you to open the door to any part Every Sunday Schoo! teacher 

1. from which you may have excluded will want to have the new 1959 Edition of Higley's 

d Him. Under His complete control there SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMENTARY. Based on the 

. will be fellowship and usefulness and INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS users 

" peace such as you can never find else- . oT ectebtosenaaen —e pe 

e where. With Him as your life, you may experience. Simple, scholarly, definitely evangelistic 

f be the: channel through which He can —presenting deep Bible truths. 

k work to revive and bless your family, 4 ABLE EDITORS . . . 50 CONTRIBUTORS 

n your young people’s group, your church, Gives you four unique plans of lesson preparation. All necessary 

t and perhaps even your denomination. SonO0) words Wecebis comn’ocy spaeenign 

s 

; % The HIGLEY Pecss v-. c-2 + butter, indians 

5 . 

- Unashamed Fundamentalists 

| Jsaciee=nee FOR YOUR LIFETIME! 

i Modernism another. The Bible of Fun- atrabese'e: 
damentalism is one Bible; the Bible of If you are a - ym | and peace of mind . 

Modernism is another.” generous income for life us a share in training youn beam 

2 An event of outstanding importance for fruitful, Christian lives and service, — you'll be interested in 

s in the history of Fundamentalism was the Wheaton College Annuity Investment Plan. It 

1 the great World Conference on Christian was designed to satisfy these needs. Write 

- Fundamentals, held in Philadelphia in today for the rree booklet, Pleasant : 

$ May, 1919. The addresses given at that Tomorrows, explaining the plan. i] N A S S lj R F D 

) conference were issued in the, volume poe oessr?errcee2=s2°>" 

1 called “God Hath Spoken.” In the -; WHEATON COLLEGE ' Dept. ST118 N C 0 M F 

I introduction is this glimpse of the mag- Pree» cpy ~— . 

5 nitude of the conference: booklet explaining pone ue 

, “The great Bible conference on the = xf 

; Return of our Lord, held in Philadelphia Name Age WHEATON ANNUITIES 

; Phares together with other smaller | Addr PROMPT AND SURE—HAVEN'T MISSED 
gatherings preceding and following it, Zone___State 

: had done much to bring about this re- NCR. Aten SORE CORES A SINGLE PAYMENT IN OVER 55 YEARS! 
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VI. We believe in the resurrection of 
the crucified body of our Lord, in His 
ascension into Heaven, and in His pres- 
ent life there for us, as High Priest and 
Advocate. 

VII. We believe in “that blessed hope,” 
the personal, premillennial, and immi- 
nent return of our Lord .and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 

VIII. We believe that all who receive 
by faith the Lord Jesus Christ are born 
again of the Holy Spirit and thereby 
become children of God. 

IX. We believe in the bodily resurrec- 
tion of the just and the unjust, the ever- 
lasting blessedness of the saved, and the 
everlasting, conscious punishment of the 
lost. 

It was the conference in Philadelphia 
that gave rise to the organization of the 
World’s Christian Fundamentals Asso- 
ciation, of which the late Paul W. Rood, 
D.D., was president. Other associations 
of Fundamentalists have sprung up all 
over the country, and in many cities 
there -are active groups of ministers and 
laymen who meet regularly to encour- 
age one another and who, with God’s 
help, have done much to check the ad- 
vance of Modernism. No Fundamen- 
talist, however, expects to see Modern- 
ism slain, for it is simply the up-to-date 
manifestation of unbelief, and there will 
be no discharge in this war until Christ 
returns to govern this world. 

Other bulwarks of the Faith in the 
last thirty years have been the Bible 
institutes, the summer conferences, 
Christian camps, and radio broadcasts. 

It is a pleasant theory that-a Chris- 
tian need do nothing but preach the 


Gospel, but this is neither Scriptural 


nor practical,—and whatever is Scrip- 
tural is practical. Christ and the apos- 
tles had to speak out boldly against the 
enemies of the Gospel, and much space 
is given in the Epistles to combating 
various forms of error. How much we 
owe to Martin Luther, who fought for 
the truth of justification by faith! 
There are many different temperaments 
among Christians, and it is evident that 


God does call some to the special work. 


of soul-winning, and others to be leaders 
in the fight for the Faith. Some rugged 
individuals seem to relish controversy. 
They remind one of the war horse of 
Job 39, who “saith among the trumpets, 
Ha, ha; and he smelleth the battle afar 
off.” But many of the great contenders 
for the Faith have been great soul- 
winners; and, on the other hand, even a 
personal worker or evangelist cannot 
avoid speaking out frankly at times 
against error. 

There is one important thing that 
should be kept in mind in thinking of 
the Fundamentals. A Fundamentalist 
association is not a group of men banded 
together around the “least common de- 
nominator” of Christian belief, as a basis 
for fellowship; but rather a union of 
those who are determined to stand to- 
gether for what they believe to be the 
most important, foundational doctrines. 

With such a glorious and honorable 
background as this, why should any 
Christian be ashamed to be called a 
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Fundamentalist? The necessity of the 
times has produced the name, and we 
Should be glad to stand by it, even 
_ it may bring some contempt on 

r heads. It is probably ‘true that, here 
and there, a Fundamentalist, in his zeal, 
has spoken “unadvisedly with his lips,” 
like Moses (Psa. 106:33), but we don’t 
disown Moses for that reason! Let us 
See to it that Moses has no reason to 
disown us! 

We are ready to say with Paul, “Nev- 
ertheless I am not ashamed: for I know 
whom’ I have believed, and am per- 
Suaded that he is able: to keep that 
which I have committed unto him 
against that day.” But it is well to re- 
call that he went on to say, “Hold fast 
the form of sound words, which thou 
hast heard of me, in faith and love 
which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 1:12, 
13). Fundamentalists desire to do this 
very thing, for the words of Scripture 
are vital. Jeremiah said, “Thy words 
were found, and I did eat them; and 
thy word was unto me the joy and re- 
joicing of mine heart” (15:16). And 
the Lord Jesus said, “The words that 
I speak unto you, they are spirit, and 
they are life” (John 6:63). These are 
evil days, and they have been made so 
because men have spurned God and 
His Word. It is not a time for us who 
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know Him to give way. Many signs 
indicate that we are in the last days 
of this age. All the more reason to 
“stand fast therefore in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free” 
(Gal. 5:1). 

“Wherefore seeing we also are com- 
passed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which doth so easily beset 
us, and let us run with patience the race 
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus 
the author and finisher of our faith; who 
for the joy that was set before him en- 
dured the cress, despising the shame, 
and is’ set down at the right hand of 
the throne of God” (Heb. 12:1, 2). 


x 


Sunday School in the North ; 


(Continued from page 837) 


was a bustling community of fifty fam- 
ilies. And of this number there were 
thirty school-age children. During the 
school months they attended a one-room 
school for their classes, and it was on 
Sunday that I, with another teacher and 
fifteen youngsters, gathered in the 
schoolroom for Sunday school classes. 
I have had no experience as a teacher, 
but I would have had to look far to find 
a more eager and enthusiastic group of 
children, some of them so tiny they 
could not trudge through the deep snow 
without help. 

We were very limited as to the mate- 
rial we had to work with, and a good por- 
tion of our hour was taken up with the 
singing of the favorite children’s hymns. 
Bible stories were read in turn by the 
children, and a favorite occupation was 
cutting out Biblical characters from il- 
lustrated books and setting up the 
scenes. Offering and a prayer always 
ended the session. 

Although the Sunday school picnic is 
only a small part of getting together, it 
was, nevertheless, looked forward to for 
a long time. We held our picnic at the 
end of April, a rather unusual time for a 
picnic you will think, but then, it was 
not the “usual” kind of picnic. We had 
a beautiful day for it: cool, but the sun 
shone brightly over the crisp snow mak- 
ing it sparkle like a thousand jewels. 
The children, bundled in their snow- 
suits and parkas, with, their packed 
lunches, arrived at the schoolroom, chat- 
tering like a flock of magpies. 

The other teacher and I took them fo 
a spot a quarter of a mile away. They 
played games on the bank of the frozen 
Tulsequah River to keep warm, then 
they slid and skated in their boots on 
the small frozen strips of water that had 
separated from the main river. They 
sat on newspapers and paper bags on 
the snow near a cluster of trees to eat 








Trials and hard places are needed to 
press us forward, even as the furnace 
fires in the hold of that mighty ship 
give force that moves the piston, drives 
the engine, and propels that great ves- 
sel across the sea in the face of the 
winds and waves.—A. B. Simpson. 
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their sandwiches. The picnic, although 
it was close to their homes in familiar 
surroundings and in a simple style, was 
an amazing success. How easily pleased 
children are I learned that day. With 
this picnic, Sunday school dismissed for 
the term. 
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Studying the Bible 
With William Allan Dean 


CLEAR understanding of events 

in the world, the purpose of the 
Church upon the earth, and a knowl- 
edge of God’s provision for His people 
is to be found only in the study of the 
Bible. 
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“CHRIST IN THE 
TABERNACLE” 


| @ PART 1—45 frames. Introduction and back- 

ground—the camp of Israel—the Tabernacle 
| —its general construction and coverings. 
@ PART 2—56 frames. The Brazen Altar, 
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Laver—interior of the Holy Place and the 
Holy of Holies. 
Both filmstrips with guide— 
only $10.00 per set 
Write for List of 16mm. Motion Pictures 
THE HEAVENS DECLARE 
INDIA‘’S SORROW 
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THE LORD IS WORKING 
in the HOLY LAND 
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to alleviate the suffering of the Lord’s 
little “lambs” in Israel. 

Our obligation towards these needy ones 
is increasing. 

Who will help us nurture the children in 
the Gospel? 


HEADQUARTERS: 
The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 
252 N. Dillon St, Dept. ST Los Angeles 26, California 
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For twenty-nine years an interde- 
nominational Bible class has been held 
in the Philadelphia area, where Dr. 
William Allan Dean has taught the 
Word of God from a dispensational 
point of view. THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Tres believes that the dispensational 
interpretation of the Bible helps in the 
understanding of the Christian’s respon- 
sibilities in the witnessing to all men of 
their need of a Saviour, and prevents 
confusion so prevalent in our day. 

Dr. Dean is eminently qualified to 
teach dispensational truth, having 
taught the Bible in this respect for 
many years at the Philadelphia Bible 
Institute. He is also the pastor of a 
constantly growing independent church 
in Aldan, Pa., and has been a popular 
Bible teacher at many of the well- 
knowu sible conferences. 

This class, which has been sponsored 
for years by Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Exec- 
utive Vice-President and Secretary of 
the Sunday School Times Company, 
opened its thirtieth season at 8 p.m., 
Tuesday, October 7, at St. Mark’s Luth- 
eran Church, Broad Street and Chelten 
Avenue, ’Philadelphia. A warm wel- 
come awaits all who attend this class. 


ry 
Children at Home 
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Joey’s Homework 
By Ann Moore 


66 WISH I could go to school, too,” 
Joey muttered. 

“Why?” asked big brother Steve. 

“I get lonesome here alone while you 
play in that big yard with all those 
other boys.” 

Steve jumped down from the high 
step of the porch and came close to 
Joey. 

“You know, fellow, there are lots of 
things we do at school besides just 
play.” 

“What things?” Joey asked. 

“We sit quietly listening to the teacher 
tell us things we must remember.” 

“Does it take long?” murmured Joey. 

“It seems long until we get to go out 
and play. Yes, Joey, we study and 
work our numbers and then have to 
take some work home.” 

“Is that what you do evenings?” Joey 
exclaimed. 

“Yes, and you can do homework, too,” 
said Steve. 

“What do you mean?” asked Joey. 

“You can grow up faster if you learn 
here at home,” Steve answered. 

“How?” Joey asked. ' 

“Well you can learn to count and read 
the letters on your blocks. Ard you 
can learn that new grace to say at 
meals.” 

“Is that what you did?” 

“Yes,” Steve answered, “and I learned 
to tell time and dial the phone.” 

“Mother says I am, learning to hang 
up my clothes like you do. Does that 
help?” exclaimed Joey. 

“That’s the idea,” said Steve, “And 
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what about Sunday school? You are 
learning there how to be kind and gen- 
tle and friendly to your playmates and 
to be helpful at home.” 

“Yes!” Joey spoke up. “Our teacher 
gave us a new prayer to learn. That 
would be homework, too!” Then he 
thought a moment and said, “If I help 
more with the work, Mother might have 
more time to teach me some growing 
up things.” 

“That’s right, Joey, and you will be 
able to do ‘the hard things because you 
learned the easy things while growing 
up. Then you will be ready for school 
with work and play.” : 

Here is Joey’s new prayer. Perhaps 
you can learn it too: 


Thank Thee, God, for our home and 
love 
Day after day, 
And help us to grow better 
In every way. 
Aurora, CoLo. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
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November 24 to 30 


Mon., Nov. 24.—Mark 4:1-9. 
Sower, Seed, Soil. 
Prayer Succestions: “And he taught 
them many things by parables, and said 
unto them in his doctrine, Hearken: Be- 
hold; there went out a sower to sow.” 
These parables speak of the mystery 
of the Kingdom of God. Our Lord 
spoke in parables not readily under- 
standable to those to whom they were 
given. Spiritual truth is spiritually dis- 
covered. One who understands the 
Lord’s first parable understands all the 
parables (v. 13). Christ is the sower; 
the Gospel is the seed; hearts are the 
ground upon which it falls. What kind 
of soil does God’s Word find in your 
soul? Pray for Mildmay Mission to the 
Jews, London. 


Tues., Nov. 25.—Mark 4:10-20. 
Interpreting a Parable. 
PraYER SuGcEsTions: “Know ye not 
this parable? and how then will ye 
know all parables?” Our Lord, who 
possesses greater wisdom than Solo- 
mon’s, is infinite. Condescendingly He 
has become the teacher of His people. 
His veiled language unfolds the glory 
of the Lord to all who have the Spirit. 
This parable gives the basis for the 
conversion of sinners and for the sanc- 
tification of believers. Is the Word of 
God your bread from Heaven? Pray 
for Message to Israel, New York. 


Wed., Nov. 26.—Mark 4:21-25. 
“Heed What You Hear.” 
Prayer Succestions: “If any man have 
ears to hear, let him hear.” “Blessed 
are they that hear the word of God, and 
keep it” (Luke 11:28). “If any man 
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hear my words, and believe not. . . the 
word . . . shall judge him in the last 
day” (John 12:47, 48).° Multitudes hear 
the sayings of Christ who obey them 
not. They are like the foolish man who 
built his house on the sand. A revival 
of Bible reading and of new obedience 
is needed. Show your love to and faith 
in Christ by heeding His Word. Pray 
for Latin America Mission, Costa Rica. 


Thurs., Nov. 27.—Mark 4:26-29. 
Blade, Ear, Harvest. 
Prayer SucGcestions: “First the blade, 
then the ear, after that the full corn 
in the ear.” Do not expect fruit from 
those who have no root. Harvest comes 
only where there are signs of spiritual 
life and development. Our Lord put 
up with the ‘immature souls of His 
apostles. Note the confession of Philip 
(John: 1:45, 46). It was not quite evan- 
gelical: but it did get results (v. 49). 
Our Lord had later difficulty with Philip 
(chap. 14:8-12). Others were ignorant 
and “slow of heart” (Luke 24:25); an- 
other stubborn in unbelief (John 20: 
24-29). Be patient with souls. Pray 
for Radio ELWA, Monrovia, Liberia. 


Fri., Nov. 28.—Mark 4:30-32. 
Like Mustard Seed. 


Prayer Succestions: “Like a grain of 
mustard seed.” If all the Lord’s par- 
ables are to be understood in the light 
of His Parable of the Sower, this par- 
able of the mustard seed indicates an 
unsatisfactory result of Gospel presen- 
tation. One would hardly call mustard 
“good seed.” Its growth reminds one 
more of the Laodicean church (Rev. 3) 
—prosperous but not good. The “fowls 
of the air” in the branches are as bad 
as when in the Parable of the Sower 
they are picking up the seed from the 
roadway. Pray for American Messianic 
Fellowship, Chicago. 


Sat., Nov. 29.—Mark 4:33, 34. 
“He Explained Everything.” 


Prayer SuccesTions: “And when they 
were alone, he expounded all things to 
his disciples.” God blessed the ears of 
the disciples. They not only heard the 
mysteries of the Kingdom of God from 
the lips of the blessed Lord but they! 
understood the mysteries. The books 
of Matthew and John make this fact 
evident. Are you thus favored? Do 
you understand the truth of God? (1 
John 5:20.). Pray for South Sea Evan- 
gelical Mission, Sydney, Australia. 


Sun., Nov. 30.—Matt. 13:10-17. 
“The Secrets of the Kingdom.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “It is given unto 
you to know the mysteries of the king- 
dom of heaven, but to them it is not 
given.” “Unction from thé Holy One” 
enables the believer to know all things 
whatsoever the Lord has said unto them 
in His Word. There is an inner mean- 
ing in the words of Holy Scripture that 
to the natural man can never be known. 
Do you enjoy the ministry of the Spirit 
revealing the meaning of God’s Word? 
“The secret of the Lord is with them 
that fear him; and he will shew them 
his covenant” (Psa. 25:14). Pray fof 





the British Syrian Mission, Toronto. 
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